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Vice Chancellor calls upon
Governor Punjab

Searching for Light

Vice Chancellor Dr Ishtiaq Ahmad paid a
courtesy call to Governor Punjab, Mr
Muhammad Rafique Rajwana on 14 February
2017 and updated him on the initiatives
underway for improving academic and
administrative affairs at UOS.
The Governor, who is also the university
Chancellor, was updated on the preliminary
steps being taken in this respect, including
administrative restructuring, digitization of
academia as well as refereeing process for
quality research and faculty.
The Governor was pleased to know that the
University was once again back on its feet
under a regular Vice Chancellor, and urged
him to use his knowledge and expertise to lift
the standard of education at UOS.
The Vice Chancellor presented a signed copy of
his latest book on democratization in Pakistan
to the Governor and also extended him an
invitation to attend the forthcoming
Convocation, which he graciously accepted.

A little girl safely poised inside a book, sifting through the words with a torch in her
hand in the backdrop of a distinct luminous starry night. The shiny blue colour
immersed with bright lights and the whole microcosm of the little girl seems to be
glittered by the sprouting rays out of the book. In this marvelous panorama of a mural
portrayed on the back of the stairs of the Mola Bukhsh auditorium, the theme of
enlightenment is transposed on the wall. This exquisite painting is emblematic of the
UoS students' glorious propensity to creativity and stupendous artistic pursuits. The
idea behind embellishing the walls of UoS with captivating paintings and murals is
twofold: on the one hand it aims to cultivate a sense of connectedness with the alma

Enlightenment and Art

Mural Painting by Fine Arts Students

mater among the students; on the other hand it beautifies the architectural landscape
of the university. This mural underpins the motif of knowledge through the symbols
of book and rays of light. This painting is drawn by the students of Masters,
department of fine arts. Anam Shabir, Farooq Bashir, Uzma Batool, Maryam Mehrab,
Sumera Nawaz, Shazia Batool, Amna Fakhar and Humera Ejaz projected their art
onto the wall and encapsulated the theme of enlightenment in a fascinating mural.

Spring Festival 2017
The most awaited UOS Spring Festival of 2017 will start on
March 6. Sports gala, drama festival, Sufi music, book fair
and flower show will be the special feature of the scintillating
spring festival, which will conclude with the tradition of a
mushaira. Urdu Poets from across the country shall enliven the
occasion. The VC has constituted various committees to supervise
and arrange the whole event in this regard.
The upcoming event would also showcase the regional and national culture of
Pakistan. In this event, students and families would watch drama festival, and for
three days drama, humorous speeches, bait‐bazi and other programs would be
entertaining and enthralling the students. A Flower exhibition shall also be
organized to satiate the aesthetic eyes.

Lincoln Corner seminar

Prof Robert Nichols on FATA reforms
Professor Robert Nichols, a known expert on FATA, says
Pakistan has never been so close to building a political
consensus on political reforms in the tribal areas, which is why
all the stakeholders of FATA reforms should seize this
opportunity for introducing and implementing these reforms.
He was speaking at a seminar on ‘The Rule of Law in Pakistan:
FCR and FATA’ held at the University of Sargodha on February
20, 2017, organized by its Lincoln Corner in collaboration with
the Department of Political Science and International
Relations.
The occasion marked the current national debate generated by
the FATA Reforms Committee report, which was published in
August 2016 and has recommended that tribal regions be
integrated into the KPK province over a transition period of five
years. The report is yet to be approved by the Federal Cabinet.
“The proposed reforms are inevitable to bring peace, harmony
and stability in the area. They will empower the locals and they

would decide their destiny on their own,” said Prof Nichols, who
teaches history at Stockton University, New Jersey and has also
taught at Yale as well as University of Pennsylvania.
“The merger of FATA into KPK should be the first step in
abolishing the Frontier Crime Regulation (FCR). With its
repeal, the people of tribal areas would gain due political and
legal rights as well as access to opportunities for education,
health and economic uplift,” he added.

The American professor has published extensively on the
subject, including three recent books with Oxford University
Press: Frontier Crises Regulation: A history in Documents
(2013), Setting the Frontier: Land, Law and Society in Peshawar
Valley (2001), and A History of Pashtun Migration (2008).
Prof Nichols said the Great Britain had introduced FCR in 1903
to extend its rule in the region and control the locals. He said it
was quite unfortunate that, 70 years after the independence of
Pakistan, FATA was still being run under the FCR laws.
He castigated successive governments for not granting
legitimate rights to the tribal people or bringing FATA into the
mainstream. In his words, Pakistan’s founding father
Muhammad Ali Jinnah had pledged to pull out military from
tribal areas and also promised to introduce civil laws in FATA.
Unfortunately, the country remained engaged in Kashmir and
other issues at that time and the FATA issue was put on the back
burner.
Then, the former Prime Minister Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto pledged to
bring FATA into the mainstream, but failed to fulfill that
promise. More recently, in 2013, a joint committee of political
parties had agreed to implement civil laws in FATA, but nothing
was done thereafter to adopt its recommendations.

Sister‐students win laurels in sports
Two UOS sister‐students have once again brought laurels to the varsity in sports by winning
martial arts competition in late January at Sardar Bahadur Khan Women University in Quetta.
The Newsletter team interviewed Sumaira Imam and Rukhsana Imam, who said that their father
Imam Bakhsh was a vendor in the fruit market. They said that they achieved all this with
determination and prayers of their parents, and that their father was proud of them. Sumaira
said that she and her sister had represented the university in numerous contests of judo karate,
taekwondo, wushu and boxing and won several medals.
The two sisters have repeated the same performance in the all Pakistan championship of
university students. They have so far won 15 gold medals and 30 medals in total.
“My sister and I have not only excelled in studies but also won many competitions of martial arts
despite financial constraints and now we are preparing to represent Pakistan in international
competitions,” said Rukhsana.
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SMC: Forensic Day pre-conference activity
The Forensic Medicine Department Sargodha Medical College
organized the Forensic Day as a Pre-Conference activity in
Sargodha Medical College on February 16, 2017 as a part of the
International Conference of Forensic Medicine & Toxicology,
organized by Pakistan Society of Forensic Medicine &
Toxicology, which is going to be held in Serina Hotel Faisalabad
on Feb. 25 & 26, 2017. The students of 3rd year MBBS participated
and competed in this Pre-Conference activity.
The conference started with the recitation of Holy Quran and
welcome address by Dr. Nadir Ali, Head of Department Forensic
Medicine.
The Dean of FM&HS Prof. Dr. Zahoor Ul Hassan Dogar
distributed the distinction certificates among the 13 students
who achieved distinctions in the subject of Forensic Medicine.
For the first time in the history of Sargodha a subject has
achieved so many distinctions among all Medical Colleges of
Punjab.
The judges visited the models, panaflexes and forensic stalls
displayed by the students in the conference hall and saw the
forensic video competition.
Prof. Altaf Pervaiz Qasim, Punjab Medical College, Faisalabad

specially arrived from Faisalabad to visit, judge the conference
proceedings and distributed the shields among the position
holders of the conference competitions.

Dean, Principal and guests greatly appreciated the students’
hard work to display models, panaflexes, forensic stalls and
video competition in their addresses at the end of event.

UOS Students' winning competitions in co-curricular
Students of University of Sargodha clinched 49 positions in Chief Minister
Punjab Literary Competition and holds sway in co-curricular competitions. UOS
got 49 positions overall, out of which 4 at Provincial level, 21 at Divisional and 24
at District levels. Ansar Abbas from Engineering college won 1st position in Urdu
Speech contest in Punjab, whereas Habiba Khatoon from English department
secured 1st position in English debates all over Punjab and Talat Hussain stood
3rd in the same contest in all Punjab competition. In Urdu debating competition,
Inaam Ullah Saleemi from Zoology department was awarded the 3rd position in
Punjab. Overall the students of UOS bagged 25 first, 16 second and 8 third
positions in the competition. The VC Dr. Ishtiaq Ahmad congratulated the
students and appreciated the performance of the co-curricular team. He also
hoped that UOS shall retain this winning streak in future.

Obituary: Remembering Dr. Fida Hussain
On the fateful day of January 13, 2017 one of the most dedicated
and meritorious professors of UOS, Dr. Fida Hussain breathed
his last while cultivating and nourishing the botanists of
tomorrow at University College of Agriculture, UOS. A selfless
and diligent teacher succumbed to the cardiac arrest while
enlightening the hearts of so many students in the class room.
His last words “keep writing” are reminiscent of his towering
character and indefatigable professional commitment.
His exhaustive and expansive professional career started from
Fodder Research Institute Sargodha in 1988 and ended at
University of Sargodha in 2017. His association and
collaboration with Dr. Norman E. Borlaug the Father of Green
Revolution during his stay at International Maize and Wheat
Improvement Center (CIMMYT) in 1999, led to his
3

contribution in the domain of wheat
breeding. His enormous contribution as a
distinguished wheat breeder is emblematic
of his memorable dedication to his
motherland. He is credited to have developed
five wheat varieties: namely; MH97, Auqab
2000, Chenab 2000, Iqbal 2000, Seher 06. Dr.
Fida Hussain did his Doctorate degree in Plant Breeding &
Genetics from Quid‐e‐Azam University in 2005 and
afterwards, he proceeded to University of Sydney in 2009 for his
Post Doctorate in Plant Breeding. In 2008 he was appointed as
Assistant Professor at University of Agriculture Faisalabad Sub
Campus College of Agriculture, Dera Ghazi Khan. He joined
UOS as Professor of Plant Breeding and Genetics in 2014.
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Public Private campuses at a glance
Women Campus Faisalabad: Best Presenter Award
In 3rd International Conference on Biotechnology (ICB), 2017,
Ms. Humaira Ishaq presented her research work on
“Molecular characterization and assessment of genetic
relatedness among fine and coarse rice genotypes using SSR
markers” on 9th February, 2017. It was organized jointly by
Bio-Rad Laboratories, Inc. Berkeley, California, KEB, USA,
BioWORLD, GeneLinx International, Inc., USA and
University of South Asia (USA) Pakistan. The conference
included 80 speakers invited from 9 countries including
Pakistan.

Computer Science Students attend International Congress

IEEE Lahore Student/YP/WIE/TC Congress is an international
forum consisting of researchers, education scientists and

technologists who are experts in IT. This forum also acts as a
strategic think tank to enhance a constructive dialogue and
collaboration on themes relevant to Computer Science and to
present the latest research results in all areas of IT. The main
objective of the conference was to enhance the cognitive
abilities of the students and provide a technical platform where
they can meet highly skilled IT Professionals (foreign speakers).
Department of computer science students participated in this
event, which was organized by the Superior University Lahore
from December 16 – 18, 2016. The students also participated in a
panel discussion on the latest trends and opportunities in
Robotics in Pakistan.

Introducing Lyallpur campus
Lyallpur Campus University of Sargodha recognized by Higher
Education Commission Pakistan is striving persistently
towards achieving excellence in the field of academia while
serving the community of Faisalabad with effective and quality
educational endeavors. The beautiful Lyallpur Campus offers a
complete package for its students through modern teaching
methods based upon the craftsmanship of its most erudite
faculty rendering services in nine different disciplines. The
campus offers academic options like Applied Science as well as
Social Sciences and Arts. The Lyallpur campus currently has
three different purpose built blocks.

Myriad of activities at Gujranwala campus
Gujranwala Campus is pioneer in the vicinity to provide modern education to its students
through innovation and practicality to understand and manage professionalism.
Research Symposiums, Sales Galas, IT Software's Exposes and Literary Festivals were
arranged by the efforts of the departments to provide the students an opportunity to
come up with their ideas and to transform them into practice at the campus. The campus
organized many Seminars to provide ideal opportunity for students that give them an
intensive exposure to different topics through the discussions led by multiple experts.
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Performing art at Mandi campus
English plays set in Pakistani context is a rarity in the realms of
literary canons. The English department of Mandi Bahauddin
campus gives special attention and credence to this genre of
literature. Under the department of English Mandi Bahuddin
campus regularly organizes theatrical performances of plays
by indigenous playwrights to explore the truth of our own
society. One of the faculty members of the Mandi campus,
Usman Ali captures human emotion and uncovers violence
that is prevailing in Pakistani society. Through his plays; The
Guilt, The Last Metaphor, and The Odyssey, Ali becomes the
voice of the voiceless society where people are often subjected
to adversity and depravity. He is the voice of innocent people.

University begins arrangements for 5th Convocation
University of Sargodha has started arrangements for its 5th
Convocation, which is tentatively scheduled for the end of
Ma rc h . A n i nv i t a t i o n wa s re ce n t ly s e n t to t h e
Chancellor/Governor Punjab to grace the occasion as a Chief
Guest.
As soon as confirmation is received from
the Honorable Chancellor, concerned
university graduates will be asked to
register with the Office of Controller
Examinations to participate in the
Convocation and receive their hardearned degrees.
The position holders will be awarded cash
prizes and gold medals as well. Successful
PhD scholars will also be awarded degrees
during the convocation. Everyone will be
clad in gowns. So will the graduates, stars
of the occasion.
As per tradition, a rehearsal will take
place a day before the event. Then, on the
D-day, Chief Guest will arrive at the venue
of the Convocation, accompanied by
university faculty and administrative
staff. After the national anthem, he will
graciously allow to start the proceedings.
In the last fourth Convocation held in
April 2014, the management of University
of Sargodha had awarded 34,382 degrees

to its graduates. In the upcoming fifth Convocation, graduates
of the year 2013 will receive degrees.
Like in other universities, the Convocation means a lot for
graduating students as well as their friends and families. It is in
fact their day to celebrate success with the loved ones.

Our new PhD graduates
Two Faculty members from the Department of Mathematics successfully defended their
theses and a notification of PhD was issued in this regard. Prof Dr. Nazra Sultana Dean
Faculty of Science and Technology and Chairperson Department of Mathematics
supervised both of the theses. The topic of the thesis of Azhar Hussain was “Fixed and
Coincidence Best Proximity Points in Sets with Certain Distance Structures" and
Muhammad Samraiz did his thesis on the topic "Opian, Hardy and Related Inequalities
Involving Kernels”. The Vice Chancellor Dr Ishtiaq Ahamd congratulated the candidates.
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Muhammad Samraiz

Azhar Hussain
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